The expression of aquaporin 1 and 5 in uterine leiomyomata in premenopausal women: a preliminary study.
The aim of this study was to investigate the expression of aquaporins (AQPs) in uterine tissues of premenopausal women. We demonstrated for the first time the expression of AQP1, AQP5 and AQP9 in uterine leiomyomata and in the adjacent normal endometrium and myometrium. The expression of AQP1 and 5 was higher in leiomyomata than in unaffected uteri. AQP9 was expressed only in the unaffected endometrium. It is possible that AQP1 and AQP5 contribute to the formation of leiomyomata in premenopausal women.